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§ 270.201 Priority of investigation. 

(a) General. Except as provided in this 
section, a Team investigation will have 
priority over any other investigation of 
any other Federal agency. 

(b) Criminal acts. (1) If the Attorney 
General, in consultation with the Di-
rector, determines, and notifies the Di-
rector that circumstances reasonably 
indicate that the building failure being 
investigated by a Team may have been 
caused by a criminal act, the Team will 
relinquish investigative priority to the 
appropriate law enforcement agency. 

(2) If a criminal investigation of the 
building failure being investigated by a 
Team is initiated at the state or local 
level, the Team will relinquish inves-
tigative priority to the appropriate law 
enforcement agency. 

(3) The relinquishment of investiga-
tive priority by the Team will not oth-
erwise affect the authority of the Team 
to continue its investigation under the 
Act. 

(c) National Transportation Safety 
Board. If the National Transportation 
Safety Board is conducting an inves-
tigation related to an investigation of 
a Team, the National Transportation 
Safety Board investigation will have 
priority over the Team investigation. 
Such priority will not otherwise affect 
the authority of the Team to continue 
its investigation under the Act. 

(d) Although NIST will share any evi-
dence of criminal activity that it ob-
tains in the course of an investigation 
under the Act with the appropriate law 
enforcement agency, NIST will not par-
ticipate in the investigation of any po-
tential criminal activity. 

§ 270.202 Coordination with search 
and rescue efforts. 

NIST will coordinate its investiga-
tion with any search and rescue or 
search and recovery efforts being un-
dertaken at the site of the building 
failure, including FEMA urban search 
and rescue teams, local emergency 
management agencies, and local emer-
gency response groups. Upon arrival at 
a disaster site, the Lead Investigator 
will identify the lead of the search and 
rescue operations and will work closely 

with that person to ensure coordina-
tion of efforts. 

[68 FR 66704, Nov. 28, 2003, as amended at 69 
FR 33571, June 16, 2004] 

§ 270.203 Coordination with Federal, 
State, and local entities. 

NIST will enter into Memoranda of 
Understanding with Federal, State, and 
local entities, as appropriate, to ensure 
the coordination of investigations. 

§ 270.204 Provision of additional re-
sources and services needed by a 
team. 

The Director will determine the ap-
propriate resources that a Team will 
require to carry out its investigation 
and will ensure that those resources 
are available to the Team. 

§ 270.205 Reports. 

(a) Not later than 90 days after com-
pleting an investigation, a Team shall 
issue a public report which includes: 

(1) An analysis of the likely technical 
cause or causes of the building failure 
investigated; 

(2) Any technical recommendations 
for changes to or the establishment of 
evacuation or emergency response pro-
cedures; 

(3) Any recommended specific im-
provements to building standards, 
codes, and practices; and 

(4) Recommendations for research 
and other appropriate actions needed 
to help prevent future building fail-
ures. 

(b) A Team that is directed to pre-
pare its public report immediately 
after conducting a preliminary recon-
naissance will issue a public report not 
later than 90 days after completion of 
the preliminary reconnaissance. The 
public report will be in accordance 
with paragraph (a) of this section, but 
will be summary in nature. 

(c) A Team that continues to conduct 
an investigation after conducting a 
preliminary reconnaissance will issue a 
public report not later than 90 days 
after completing the investigation in 
accordance with paragraph (a) of this 
section. 
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